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Superintendent Dohmen's Message 
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Facilities Advisory Committee (FAC)

Dear Parents, Staff, and Community Stakeholders,

I would like to invite you to participate on a district Facilities Advisory Committee 
(FAC) as we embark upon a long-range comprehensive facility improvement 
plan for North Cedar Community School District.

Small, rural school districts like North Cedar Community School District play an 
integral role in our communities. From outstanding academics to technology 
initiatives to exciting sports programs to wonderful extracurricular activities, our 
buildings need to do a lot as we prepare our students for their futures.

If you are able to participate, you are invited to attend a FAC kick off meeting 
from 6:30PM to 8:30PM on September 28, 2022, in the Jr./Sr. High School Cafe 
(Clarence).  We know Stanwood, Clarence, Mechanicsville, and Lowden have 
always derived great pride from our schools. That is why, earlier this year and 
last Fall we asked our Schools Improvement Advisory Committee (SIAC) to 
begin the task of identifying needs in our buildings. They’ve done great work 
kicking off this process, but the SIAC group is tasked with all facets of school 
improvement, not just our physical spaces. So the time has come to pass the 
baton to a new Facilities Advisory Committee made up of parents, staff, 
community members, business owners, students, and school board members. 
The district also contracted with OPN Architects to conduct a thorough 
assessment and analysis of our district’s facilities, systems, and site, and to 
support the district in facilitating the planning process.   

Using information gathered during these assessments, the facilities committee 
will be tasked with setting facility priorities that will ultimately shape a plan that 
balances our district’s needs and wants with funding. Ultimately, this overall 
roadmap will be recommended to the school board for implementation. 

At the kick-off meeting, we will outline the expectations of this committee. The 
architects and engineers will share the findings from the facility assessments 
and we will gather initial impressions and goals from the committee. We will 
meet every four to six weeks between September 2022 and January 2023 with 
the goal of identifying a plan to present to the school board that the committee 
can agree best meets the needs of our students, staff, and community. Each 
meeting will last approximately two hours and will be facilitated by myself along 
with OPN Architects.  
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 Message from Principal Horman 

North Cedar Elementary is welcoming new staff members in the building this year.  Cassie Nimtz will be our second kindergarten 
teacher in Lowden.  Bobbie Havill will be our second, second grade teacher in Lowden.  Kait Noel will be our guidance counselor 
supporting both elementary buildings.  Alison Worrell will be our new kindergarten teacher in Mechanicsville.  Holly Fisher will join us 
as an associate in Lowden.  Schulyer MacDonald and Camryn Schnede will join us as an associate in Mechanicsville.  We are excited 
to have these individuals join our staff.   

We were excited to welcome students and families back into the school for our “Unpack Your Backpack Night.”  This was held on 
Monday, August 22nd, from 5pm-6pm in both Lowden and Mechanicsville buildings.  A big  “Thank You” to Mechanicsville Specialty 
Care who provided a hot dog dinner to all our students and their families after they unloaded their supplies.   

PBIS stands for Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports.  PBIS is a proactive 
approach to establishing the behavior supports and social culture. It is needed for all 
students to achieve social, emotional, and academic success.  At North Cedar 
Elementary we focus on these three ideas: “Respect Yourself, Respect Others, and 
Respect Property.”  Expectations are taught to all students and common language is 
used by the staff to remind students of these expectations.

Students or entire classes are acknowledged for following these expectations with tickets 
of different colors depending on the area or situation.  

• Purple Tickets - purple tickets are given to entire classes that display behaviors of respecting self, respecting others, or respecting
property. These are highly coveted and when a class earns a certain number, they get to choose a whole class reward such as a
PJ party or movie.

• White Tickets - white tickets are given to students in common areas (cafeteria, lines, hallway, restroom) or in their classroom for
displaying behaviors of respecting themselves, others, or property. These tickets are counted at the end of each month and can be
used to buy things from our PBIS store.

• Pink Tickets - pink tickets are handed out during recess time from the recess teachers and helpers. They are also handed out by
substitute teachers. These tickets are special because they are counted as double tickets. The tickets can be saved up during the
month and students can use them to buy things from our PBIS store.

The PBIS process is an ongoing system that we will continue to refine over time to best fit the needs of our staff and students.

Superintendent Dohmen's Message
Continued from page 1

You will represent our communities through this process. We also will look to you to speak for the district and the process to help your 
friends, family, and neighbors have insight into how we arrive at the final plan. We want the final solution to represent as many voices 
and perspectives as possible. There will be opportunities throughout the fall for the entire community to tour our schools, ask 
questions, and share their thoughts about district facility needs. 

We hope you will join us in developing a plan that will shape the success of our students for years to come. It is our hope that these 
conversations will result in a vision for facilities that will provide our students and staff the environment they deserve and need here at 
North Cedar.

Thank you, in advance, for your willingness to serve on this committee!

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at mdohmen@north-cedarstu.org or (563) 942-3358.

Sincerely, 

Mark Dohmen
Superintendent
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Message from Principal Carlson

The school year is off to a great start. With many changes that have taken place in our 7-12th grade building, we have 
had a lot of returning staff who have helped make everyone’s transition go smoothly. I have really enjoyed getting to 
know many of our students, and am excited to continue to get to know them even better as the year goes on. I have 
appreciated a warm welcome from many people that I have been able to meet so far.  I hope that many of you will 
introduce yourself if we haven’t met yet and you see me at an event or around town.

Academics
We are about a week into school at this point, and academics are now fully underway. It is great to see students back in 
classrooms! We have been able to offer some more in-person courses for our students to take this year due to having an 
in-person Business and Spanish teacher in the building. Currently, we do not have an in-person art teacher, that learning 
is online for the time being. Our new teachers this year include: Esther Uhlenhopp (Spanish), Macy Wunschel 
(English), Jenny Lensch (Business), and Alex Dean (PE/Health). Please make them feel welcome to the district. 

Activities
Fall activities are underway! The varsity volleyball team started their season off at a tournament in Central Dewitt. They 
defeated Maquoketa and Camanche, before falling in a high level contest against a talented Central Dewitt team. Our 
varsity football team played their first contest Friday night and fell to Maquoketa Valley. We have our home opener this 
Friday vs. Lisbon. Our Winning Edge lifting program has continued to have great numbers through the school year and 
many of our student-athletes are committed to continuing to develop physically through strength training in the mornings. 

Professional Development
Professional development will continue weekly on Wednesday’s early out dismissals for our teaching staff. With 
changing administration, as well as the addition of an instructional coach into the building again, we have some great 
ideas for this year's learning for our staff. We had a couple of days before school started to set the tone of what 
professional development will look like for them this year and I feel that is going very well so far. 

E
t
m

W
p
s

S  
s  
d

F
C
s

W
N
t

T
w

August Board Meeting Highlights

ach month the North Cedar School Board shares a few highlights of our monthly board meetings. These takeaways are messages 
hat the board collectively feels are important for the public to know. Here are the highlights from the August 15, 2022 regular 
eeting:

inning Edge Success. Leaders and students involved in the district’s Winning Edge strength and conditioning program made a 
resentation that celebrated the success of the initiative. More than 1,150 individual daily workouts were logged during the summer 
ession voluntarily attended by upper elementary through high school students.

chool Safety. Continued discussion on methods to enhance school safety was a theme of the August board meeting. Options for
taffing a school resource officer through a city or county partnership are being explored. Student welfare is a central focus of the
istrict and North Cedar is committed to keeping students safe.

FA Donation. The North Cedar FFA program received a $5,000 donation from the Mechanicsville Economic Development 
ompany. The funds will be used to support club activities or operation of a five-acre plot of land near the Mechanicsville elementary 
chool recently purchased from the development organization. 

ishes for a Successful Year. With a new school year beginning this month, the board appreciates the commitment of the entire 
orth Cedar community for creating a supportive learning environment for students at all grade levels. Good luck to all students, 
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eachers and staff. Go Knights!

o view the full agenda and attachments of North Cedar School Board meetings, click the Online Board App button at https://
ww.north-cedar.org/board-of-education/. Meeting minutes are also posted online following each meeting. 
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  North Cedar Lunch & Activities Calendar
September 2022

Calendar is subject to change.

Thurs., Sept. 1:
Lunch:  Cavatelli
4pm Cross Country @ Iowa City Kickers Field
5:15pm HS Volleyball vs Maquoketa Valley @ Jr/Sr High

Fri., Sept. 2:
Lunch:  Chicken Patty
7pm Varsity Football Game vs Lisbon @ Stanwood

Sat., Sept. 3:
8:30am Varsity Volleyball @ Midland HS

Mon., Sept. 5:
No School

Tues., Sept. 6:
Lunch:  Elem.: Mac & Cheese; Jr/Sr High: Orange Chicken
4pm JH Cross Country @ Tipton
5pm Varsity Cross Country @ Tipton

Wed., Sept. 7:
Lunch:  Quesadillas
1pm Early Dismissal–PD Day

Thurs., Sept. 8:
Lunch:  Elem.:  Chicken Drumstick; Jr/Sr High: Baked Potato 
Bar
4:30pm JH Football @ Alburnett
5:15pm HS Volleyball @ Alburnett

Fri., Sept. 9:
Lunch: Elem.: Mini Corn Dogs or Cheddarwurst; Jr/Sr High: 
Sloppy Joes
7pm Varsity Football Game @ Pekin

Mon., Sept. 12:
Lunch:  Walking Tacos
4:30pm Varsity Cross Country Meet @ Little Bear Country Club
6pm JV Football Game @ Pekin

Tues., Sept. 13:
Lunch:  Chicken Nuggets
4pm Jr. High Volleyball @ Lisbon HS
4:30pm Varsity Cross Country @ Midland

Wed., Sept. 14:
Lunch:  BBQ Rib
1pm Early Dismissal–PD Day

Thurs., Sept. 15:
Lunch: Chicken Alfredo
4pm Jr. High Volleyball @ Cal Wheat
4:30pm Jr. High Football vs Maquoketa Valley @ Stanwood
5:15pm HS Volleyball @ Cal Wheat

Fri., Sept. 16:
Lunch:  Elem.:  Pizza; Jr/Sr High: Grill Out
7pm Varsity Football vs Highland @ Stanwood

Sat., Sept. 17:
8am Varsity Volleyball Tournament @ Springville HS

Mon., Sept. 19:
Lunch: Chicken Tenders
4:30pm Cross Country @ Bellevue Golf Club
5pm JV Volleyball Tournament @ Jr/Sr High
6pm JV Football vs Highland @ Stanwood

Tues., Sept. 20:
Lunch: French Toast Sticks
4pm Jr. High Volleyball @ Jr/Sr High
5:15pm HS Volleyball vs Midland @ Jr/Sr High

Wed., Sept. 21:
Lunch: Elem.: Salisbury Steak; Jr/Sr High: French Dip
1pm Early Dismissal–PD Day

Thurs., Sept. 22:
Lunch: Elem.: Crispito; Jr/Sr High: Beef Nachos or Soft Taco
4:30pm Jr. High Football @ Lisbon

Fri., Sept. 23:
Lunch:  Chicken Bacon Club
7pm Varsity Football vs Bellevue @ Stanwood

Sat., Sept. 24:
9am Varsity Volleyball Tournament @ Jr/Sr High

Mon., Sept. 26:
Lunch: Elem.: Corn Dog or Hot Dog; Jr/Sr High: Crispito
4:15pm Cross Country @ 3-30 Golf & Country Club, Lowden
5:30pm JV Football vs Bellevue @ Stanwood

Tues., Sept. 27:
Lunch:  Pork Chop
4pm Jr. High Volleyball vs Marquette Catholic HS @ Jr/Sr High
5:15pm HS Volleyball vs Marquette Catholic HS @ Jr/Sr High

Wed., Sept. 28:
Lunch:  Spaghetti
1pm Early Dismissal–PD Day

Thurs., Sept. 29:
Lunch:  Popcorn Chicken
4pm Jr. High Volleyball @ Prince of Peace
5:15pm HS Volleyball @ Prince of Peace

Fri., Sept. 30:
Lunch: Hamburger
7pm Varsity Football vs Alburnett @ Stanwood



North Cedar Community School District 
102 East North St. 
P.O. Box 247 
Stanwood, IA 52337

Postal Customer 

The mission of North Cedar Community School District, in partnership with its 
community and staff, is to ensure a safe and caring environment for each student, 
providing the essential knowledge, values, skills, and attitudes to create lifelong 
learners who are responsible, contributing, and productive citizens in a changing and 
increasingly diverse world. 

Everything we do at NCCSD is for our students, and we encourage them all to take part in the enrichment and 
extracurricular opportunities for which they are eligible.   

• Athletics for junior high school and senior high school students
• Fine arts activities for 5th through 12th graders
• Extracurricular clubs and organizations for junior high and senior high school students
• Counseling services for all grades

An active, supportive community strengthens NCCSD. Parents and patrons who elect to get involved and support 
our students and their activities aid the district.

• Athletics Boosters bolster our student athletes and the athletics programs
• Encore Club supports our fine arts programs
• Knights Community Organization fosters the relationships between parent, student, staff, and community
• North Cedar Education Foundation provides financial support to help broaden the district’s education

opportunities
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