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Rural School Advocates Set 2024 Legislative Agenda
FFA Enrichment Center, DMACC Campus, Ankeny, Iowa October 17, 
2023

Member school districts of the Rural School Advocates of Iowa convened 
their Annual Meeting on Tues., Oct. 17, at 4:30 PM, at the FFA 
Enrichment Center in Ankeny. RSAI advocates on behalf of the students, 
parents, and communities in rural Iowa to ensure all students have access 
to a great Iowa education, regardless of where they live. RSAI members 
include 187 Iowa school districts, several of which are among the largest 
geographic school districts in the state. All nine area education agencies, 
Iowa’s three Regents’ Universities and Des Moines Area Community 
College are affiliate members of RSAI.

Adequate School Resources: State Supplemental Assistance, or SSA, 
was a top priority for RSAI members, since this funding supports the very 
survival of rural schools. Last month, Gov. Reynolds announced Iowa’s 
Fiscal Year 2023 surplus of $1.83 billion in the General Fund, plus $902 
million in reserve funds, and $2.74 billion in the Taxpayer Relief Fund. 
Attendees discussed the impact on rural schools if additional tax cuts are 
made rather than directing a portion of the State’s combined coffers 
totaling over $4.6 billion to public schools. Despite the state’s fiscal 
strength and high inflation, the Legislature set a modest increase of 3.0% 
per student last year. The state’s increases in revenues per student have 
lagged rural school costs of educating students in 13 of the last 14 years.  

Staff Shortages: Staff storages are also high on the list of priorities for 
rural schools who are struggling to recruit and retain great teachers, 
paraeducators, bus drivers, and staff. Although adequate funding would 
help make school employees’ pay competitive with other jobs, it would not 
alone be enough. Attendees discussed the need for school leaders and 
state officials to change the culture of political speech; to restore 
education to a respected profession. Low funding inhibits our ability to 
attract and retain staff and to remain competitive with the private sector in 
Iowa’s growing economy.   
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 Message from Principal Horman 

Mrs. Petersen's Kindergarten
We are BATTY about Kindergarten!The Kinder Crew had 
tons of SPOOK-tacular fun in October.

This month, we supplemented our learning with a fall theme. We even 
took a field trip to Bloomsbury Farm and each kiddo went home with a 
pumpkin at the end of the month!

Miss Clark's Kindergarten

Mrs. Rouse's First Grade

Here are a few pictures of our Halloween costumes and our purple 
ticket parties. We have had several kids read to us this month.

Whew! October flew by so quickly. In reading, we are working hard 
on fluency and accuracy. Our brains are amazing and getting better 
and better every day. In science, we are finishing up the question 
“Why do some plants have flowers?” to finish our unit on life cycles. 
In math, we are working on repeated addition and skip counting to 
help out with the process. This will be the foundation for 
multiplication. We were able to enjoy a reward day with Mr. Hergert, 
our Guidance Counselor. The students enjoyed a pajama/stuffed 
animal/hot chocolate day. Thank you, Mr. Hergert!!

Mrs. Havill's Second Grade

...Continued on page 5

Miss Fuller's Sixth Grade

It's been busy in sixth grade! We started our second novel of the year, 
Wonder by R.J. Palacio, and are enjoying noticing and discussing literary 
elements as we read. We finished our first essay of the year, a 
biography, and will start writing mysteries next. In math, we're working 
with and dividing fractions. In addition to all that, band students put on an 
amazing concert Monday night.  We 
celebrated Halloween by wearing our 
costumes on Tuesday.

Mrs. Anderson's Fourth Grade



Message from Principal Carlson

This report will highlight the current things going on in the building. The first quarter has ended, and reports 
have been sent home. These grades are parents' first official documentation of where their students are at. 
There is still another quarter for students to raise their grade before official semester grades lock in.

Academics
MAP Tests have finished up at the building. We will be looking into the data more in the coming months. 
This data will help us drive decisions regarding professional development and other initiatives at the building. 

We have completed parent-teacher conferences. We had right around 40% of parents attend conferences 
for their students in grades 7-12. This number is about the same as it was last year for the fall conferences.  
We will continue to explore ways to increase attendance at Parent-Teacher Conferences in the future. 

Activities
Fall sports have concluded at this time and winter sports practices have begun, or will begin soon, for all the 
winter sport participants. Student Council hosted a “Halloween Assembly” and costume contest this year on 
Halloween. Overall it seemed like students really enjoyed themselves at this event. We will continue to look 
for fun ways to build culture and excitement for students at the 7-12 grade level throughout the school year. 
The teaching staff also seemed to have quite a bit of fun dressing up on this day. 

Professional Development
Professional Development at the end of October was focused on CPI Training for many teachers, 
administrators, and associates. Other teachers finalized quarter grades during the past professional 
development. Moving forward, we will continue the work we have done with building leadership groups, as 
well as, PLC groups and begin our child study initiatives.
As always,

LET’S GO KNIGHTS!

Tanner Carlson
7-12 Principal 
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Superintendent Dohmen's Message
Continued from page 1

To view the full agenda and attachments of North Cedar School Board meetings, click the Online Board App 
button at https://www.north-cedar.org/board-of-education/.  Meeting minutes are also posted online following 
each meeting. 

October Board Meeting Highlights
Each month the North Cedar School Board shares a few highlights of our monthly board meetings. These 
takeaways are messages that the board collectively feels are important for the public to know. Here are the 
highlights from the October 16, 2023 regular meeting:

• Retirement Best Wishes. The board would like to thank Bob Dohmen and Gail Marshall for 
their years of service to North Cedar. Bob has been with the district since August 2008.  Gail 
started in November 2002.  Their last day is Dec. 31.  Good luck in retirement!

• Thank you to the Cedar County Sheriff.  The Cedar County Sheriff shared an update on 
county-wide ambulance coverage and service.  We appreciate him taking the time to give us 
this information.

RSAI members also affirmed the following issues as priorities for the 2024 Legislative Session:

• Oppose expansion of Education Savings Accounts (ESAs) to homeschool and support: 1) a level 
playing field, 2) oversight of ESA, and 3) funding to follow students to public school who withdraw from 
private school.

• Opportunity Equity, Increased Student Needs and Mental Health 
resources.

   
• Quality Preschool including 1.0 weighting for full-day programs.

• Extension of Whole Grade Sharing, Reorganization and 
Operational Sharing Incentives.

• Local School Board Authority rather than state-directed mandates.
   

• School Foundation Formula Equity to close the per pupil funding gap within 10 years.
   

• Bond Issue Elections limited to November (Oppose) and Simple Majority vote (support).
   

• Supported Area Education Agencies (AEAs) and the services they provide to rural schools.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at mdohmen@north-cedarstu.org or (563) 
942-3358.

Sincerely, 

Mark Dohmen
Superintendent
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Mrs. Weber's First Grade Mrs. Green's Second Grade

Mrs. Jackson's Third Grade
During the month of October, I was able to meet and talk with parents at 
Parent Teacher Conferences. It's always so nice to meet parents and 
discuss how students are doing. It truly is a team effort and I thank everyone 
that took the time to meet with me.

We are moving right along in math and have started the Multiplication Unit. 
We are also getting really good at regrouping when adding and subtracting 
two and three digit problems. Math rotations are moving right along also.

We continue to practice our reading fluency daily. We performed another 
reader’s theater to our peers. We also preformed some Halloween reader’s 
theater to our peers this year and had much fun with that!

Some fun things that happened in our room; a visit from Ms. Kait and 
Gilbert. More yoga with Mr. H, story walks with Ms. Meredith, our annual 
Halloween Boo parade and party, and lots of fall writing and reading.

Miss Eichinger's Fourth Grade
In fourth grade, we have been working on multiplying 2 digit 
numbers. We have used base 10 pieces to better understand place 
value. When students finish with their work, I have a puzzle they can 
work on in the back of the room. This is the one we've completed 
this month. The boys were proud of some individual puzzles they 
completed during indoor recess as well.  For our Halloween party, 
we painted pumpkins after the Boo Parade.

Miss Drevline's Fifth Grade
Fifth graders were so excited to get their Kindergarten buddies! 
During buddy time, students will read 

Fifth & Sixth Grade Band
The fifth and sixth grade band students had their first band concert. We 
combined both schools to make a band of over 45 students. The students 
got to perform for their friends/family and were able to watch the junior 
high band and choir perform.

together, do a craft, or even do a Go 
Noodle!

Mr. O'Connor's PE Class
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North Cedar Lunch & Activities Calendar 
November 2023

Calendar is subject to change.

Mon., Nov. 6:
Lunch:  Nachos
4pm JH Girls Basketball @ Easton Valley HS

Tues., Nov. 7:
Lunch:  Lowden:  Thanksgiving Meal; McVille:  Pizza; Jr/Sr High:  
French Bread Pizza
4:30pm JH Boys Wrestling @ Lisbon HS

Wed., Nov. 8:
Lunch:  Hot Ham & Cheese

Thurs., Nov. 9:
Lunch:  Lowden: French Toast Sticks; McVille: Thanksgiving Meal; Jr/
Sr  High:  Hot Beef
4:30pm JH Boys Wrestling 

Fri., Nov. 10:
Lunch:  Breaded Chicken
10:30am Veterans Day Assembly
7pm Variety Show @ Debbie Harms Theatre, Clarence

Sat., Nov. 11:
7pm Variety Show @ Debbie Harms Theatre, Clarence

Mon., Nov. 13:
No School–PD Day
4pm JH Girls Basketball vs Easton Valley

Tues., Nov. 14:
Lunch:  Orange Chicken
4:30pm JH Boys Wrestling @ Springville
6pm Elementary Boosters Meeting @ Jr/Sr High Library

Wed., Nov. 15:
Lunch:  Elem.:  Totally Tacos; Jr/Sr High: Thanksgiving Meal
4-7pm Jostens Order Night @ Jr/Sr High Cafe

Thurs., Nov. 16:
Lunch:  Elem.:  Breaded Chicken Breast; Jr/Sr High:  Totally Tacos
4pm JH Girls Basketball @ Calamus-Wheatland HS
4:30pm JH Boys Wrestling @ North Linn HS

Fri., Nov. 17:
Lunch:  Corn Dog or Hot Dog
Honor Squad Performance @ Cedar Falls
6pm JV Basketball Scrimmage vs Louisa-Muscatine @ Jr/Sr High
7:3pm V Basketball Scrimmage vs Louisa-Muscatine @ Jr/Sr High

Mon., Nov. 20:
Lunch:  Walking Tacos
4pm JH Girls Basketball vs Midland HS @ Clarence
6pm School Board Meeting @ Stanwood

Tues., Nov. 21:
Lunch:  BBQ Rib or BBQ Chicken
Picture Retakes @ Jr/Sr High
4:30pm JH Boys Wrestling @ Clarence
5:30pm JV/V Girls Basketball @ Prince of Peace HS

Wed., Nov. 22:
No School–Thanksgiving Break

Thurs., Nov. 23:
No School–Thanksgiving Break

Fri., Nov. 24:
No School–Thanksgiving Break

Mon., Nov. 27:
No School–PD Day
4pm JH Girls Basketball @ Lisbon HS

Tues., Nov. 28:
Lunch:  Breaded Chicken Strips
4:30pm JH Wrestling @ Lisbon HS
5:30pm JV/V Boys/Girls Basketball @ Central City HS
6pm HS Boys Wrestling @ Jr/Sr High

Wed., Nov. 29:
Lunch:  French Dip Sandwich

Thurs., Nov. 30:
Lunch:  Homemade Chili or Homemade Chicken Noodles
4pm JH Girls Basketball vs Central City
4pm JV Boys/Girls Basketball vs Columbus @ Jr/Sr High
6pm V Boys/Girls Basketball vs Columbus @ Jr/Sr High
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North Cedar Community School District 
102 East North St. 
P.O. Box 247 
Stanwood, IA 52337

Postal Customer 

The mission of North Cedar Community School District, in partnership with its 
community and staff, is to ensure a safe and caring environment for each student, 
providing the essential knowledge, values, skills, and attitudes to create lifelong 
learners who are responsible, contributing, and productive citizens in a changing and 
increasingly diverse world. 

Everything we do at NCCSD is for our students, and we encourage them all to take part in the enrichment and 
extracurricular opportunities for which they are eligible.   

• Athletics for junior high school and senior high school students
• Fine arts activities for 5th through 12th graders
• Extracurricular clubs and organizations for junior high and senior high school students
• Counseling services for all grades

An active, supportive community strengthens NCCSD. Parents and patrons who elect to get involved and support 
our students and their activities aid the district.

• Athletics Boosters bolster our student athletes and the athletics programs
• Encore Club supports our fine arts programs
• Knights Community Organization fosters the relationships between parent, student, staff, and community
• North Cedar Education Foundation provides financial support to help broaden the district’s education

opportunities


	March 2022 Newsletter.pdf
	Dec 2021-Jan 2022 Newsletter 6.pdf
	Dec 2021-Jan 2022 Newsletter 5.pdf
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



