
With appreciation,
Mark Dohmen
Superintendent

Dear North Cedar Community,
On behalf of the North Cedar Community School District, I want to
sincerely thank you for your overwhelming support of the General
Obligation (GO) Bond and SAVE (Secure an Advanced Vision for
Education) Extension. 

On November 4, voters authorized improvements at Lowden Elementary
and the North Cedar Jr./Sr. High School, including a new two-story
addition at Lowden and a multipurpose activities space at the high
school to support both fine arts and athletics.

Your approval reflects a deep belief in the value of education and a
shared commitment to the future of our students. By passing these
measures, our community has ensured that North Cedar students will
have modern, high-quality learning environments and equitable
opportunities, all without increasing property taxes. 

These projects are the result of careful planning, guided by a community-
led facilities committee and a full assessment of our schools. Funded
through a combination of SAVE funds and a GO bond, North Cedar’s tax
levy remains one of the lowest in the region, ensuring these
improvements come responsibly and sustainably.

This bond and SAVE extension represent more than just new facilities—
they represent our community’s belief in the power of education. We are
deeply grateful for the trust and partnership of our residents. Together,
we are building a stronger, brighter future for our students.

We look forward to sharing updates, renderings, and timelines as design
and construction move forward at north-cedar.org/bond2025. 

Thank you again for investing in our students’ futures.
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Celebrations at the Jr./Sr. High
The fall semester at North Cedar has been full of excitement! Our fall sports seasons
wrapped up strong, and clubs and organizations rose to new challenges, showing
creativity, dedication, and school spirit. Quarter two is underway for our students
academically, and JH students have now rotated to their next set of exploratory
classes which they end their days with.

A special congratulations goes to our Drama Department for their incredible
Haunted House during Halloween week. Nearly 550 community members attended
over two nights, helping the department raise nearly $1,900 to support upcoming
shows and events, including the fall musical, competitive speech, and spring play.
Our performers are now hard at work preparing for the Fall Musical, and we can’t
wait to see their talents shine on stage. The musical is November 7th and 8th at 7:00,
please come out and support these students.

Our Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) students also had a busy and
exciting month. Along with leading fundraising efforts by selling hamball meals in
collaboration with Mill Creek Cafe, they connected with peers and learned valuable
skills at the SFLC Leadership Conference—bringing back inspiration to enrich our
school community.

Looking ahead, November has many events and opportunities for our students. The
junior-senior high will hold a food drive from November 10–17, and on November
11th, our National Honor Society will host our Veteran’s Day assembly to honor all
who have served. The public is invited to attend, with a complimentary meal
following the program. 

Thank you for supporting our students, staff, and programs, and for helping make
our school a place where every student can grow, thrive, and feel valued.
make our school a place where every student can grow, thrive, and feel valued.

As always,
LET’S GO KNIGHTS!
Tanner Carlson 7-12 Principal

Message from Principal Carlson 
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Mrs. Havill’s 2  Gradend

The 2nd graders had a blast at their combined 3
Purple Ticket Party Day! They wore pajamas,
brought stuffed animals, watched a movie, and
enjoyed popcorn and hot chocolate. In Music
class with Mrs. Haker, they are also learning how
to play the bells.

Kindergarten Class T-Shirts
American Trust and Savings Bank, in Lowden, has
donated t shirts to our kindergarten class in both
Lowden and Mechanicsville for several years.
Below are pictures of students proudly wearing
their class shirts. Go class of 2038!

Elementary News!
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Mrs. Rouse’s Lowden Library
Public and school libraries collide! Ms. Ann Harms from the
Lowden Public Library came to visit on Library day in Lowden
to discuss an activity she was doing in town which was a Duck
Hunt. However, the ducks invaded the Lowden Elementary,
the Lowden Public Library, and the Clarence Public Library. 

One duck remains in the Lowden Elementary and may still be
in the Public Libraries! Kids got to adopt the ducks. Some
ducks represented an instant prize and some a grand prize! 

The grand prize will be Pizza with the Principal!

Elementary News continues on page 5...

Mrs. Jackson’s 3  Graderd

In October, Mrs. Jackson enjoyed meeting with parents at conferences to discuss
student progress. The 3rd graders are progressing in math, recently exploring
division with candy corn, and will soon move on to number sense. They continue
practicing reading fluency, enjoyed Halloween Reader’s Theater, and read a total of
6,260 minutes for the October Reading Challenge with Sir Reads A Lot.

Classroom highlights included Peer-to-Peer with Mrs. Walker, picture day, a fire and
smoke presentation, story walks with Dr. Kate, Ag in the Classroom with Ms. Teresa,
the Halloween Boo Parade and party, and plenty of fall-themed reading and
writing.

Mrs. Eichinger’s 4  Gradeth

4th graders reached their Sir Reads A Lot goal with over
10,000 minutes and celebrated with a movie and camping day.
We had our Halloween and purple ticket party combined, with
costumes and treats!

Students have loved getting to use technology in their specials. 



Here to Support Our Community — School Resource Navigation Website
The School Resource Navigation website includes a wide variety of information about services and support in
our local area.
 
Including: Basic needs (Food/Housing), Mental/Behavioral Health, Physical Health, Healthcare, Crisis Lines,
Homelessness, Domestic Violence, Grief, a Virtual Calming Room to help regulate emotions, and MORE.
 
The website is live on the North Cedar School District Website.
Under Departments - Simply Select: “School Resource Navigation”
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Parents — Keep Informed With the Remind App!
Want to stay up to date on news from your school? Download the free Remind App today to stay informed
on your student’s events, school closures, and more. If you haven’t signed up yet, please make sure to join
Remind, as all notifications are sent through this platform. For families with children in multiple buildings, be
sure to subscribe to updates from each school. More information can be found at 
north-cedar.org/remind-app.

Additional North Cedar News

Halloween BOO Parade
Thank you to everyone who joined us for
this year’s Elementary BOO Parade!
Students at both schools showed off their
costumes, enjoyed festive classroom
activities, and had a fantastic time
celebrating all day long!

Fire Safety Week
Fire Safety Week (Oct. 5–11) was
celebrated at North Cedar with a visit
from local first responders! Students
explored a fire truck and ambulance while
learning the importance of safety.

Other Celebrations



Elementary News Continued
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Mrs. Snyder’s 3  Graderd

3  graders explored agriculture by creating a
farm web! They also celebrated the fall season
with festive activities, including spooky snacks
and slime-making fun.

rd

Ms. Lovell’s 6  Gradeth Mrs. Weber’s 1  Gradest

Mrs. White’s 5  Gradeth

5th graders had a blast at their Halloween/Purple
Ticket Party, creating fun, flavored candy drinks to
celebrate!

Mrs. Kent’s 4  Gradeth

Throughout September and October, Ms. Kent’s 4th graders completed a State in a Bag project. Each student
researched a state and chose an item for six categories—economics, natural resources, history, tourism, geography,
and sports, fitting everything in a paper bag, which they also decorated and labeled with information.

Little Knight’s Cheerleaders

Mrs. Fuller’s 6  Gradeth

Ms. Fuller’s class decided to have class
outside (before it got cold) to celebrate
getting their first 15 purple tickets. 

Mrs. Schroeder’s 
Mechanicsville Library
Thank you to all who supported the Library by buying books or donating funds through “Share the Fair” at
our Scholastic Book Fair in October. We’ve already been able to purchase some new books for the kids,
they are so excited! Our annual elementary library Reading Challenge has begun. We are just 
finishing up October and will soon have our first celebration for those students/classrooms that 
reached their goal! We appreciate the encouragement you provide at home helping students reach 
their monthly personal goals! The students and I, together, are coming up with some fun celebration
 ideas during library time at school! 
More information about this will be coming in the future newsletters.
Just a quick reminder, Library is every Thursday, so your help getting those books back to school would
be greatly appreciated!



Mon., Nov. 3:
Lunch: Crispito

Tues., Nov. 4:
Lunch: BBQ Rib or Fire Braised Chicken

Wed., Nov. 5:
Lunch: Cheese Ravioli

Thurs., Nov. 6:
Lunch: Louisiana Chicken
4pm 7th Grade Girls Basketball vs Prince of Peace
4:30pm JH Boys Wrestling @ East Buchanan
5pm 8th Grade Girls Basketball vs Prince of Peace

Fri., Nov. 7:
Lunch: Pizza
7pm Fall Musical @ Debbie Harms Theater

Sat., Nov. 8:
7pm Fall Musical @ Debbie Harms Theater

Mon., Nov. 10:
No School
4pm 7th Grade Girls Basketball @ Marquette HS
5pm 8th Grade Girls Basketball @ Marquette HS

Tues., Nov. 11:
Lunch: Mandarin Chicken
4pm 7th Grade Girls Basketball vs Springville
4:30pm JH Boys Wrestling @ Edgewood-Colesburg Elem.
4:50pm 8th Grade Girls Basketball vs Springville

Wed., Nov. 12:
Lunch: Homemade Chili or Chicken Noodle Soup

Thurs., Nov. 13:
Lunch: Lowden: Turkey; McVille & Jr/Sr High: Totally Tacos
4pm 7th Grade Girls Basketball vs Easton Valley
4:30pm JH Boys Wrestling @ Starmont HS
5pm 8th Grade Girls vs Easton Valley

Fri., Nov. 14:
Lunch: Chicken Patty

Mon., Nov. 17:
Lunch: Sloppy Joes
4pm 7th Grade Girls Basketball @ Cal-Wheat
5pm 8th Grade Girls Basketball @ Cal-Wheat
6pm School Board Meeting @ Stanwood

Tues., Nov. 18:
Lunch: Lowden & McVille: Chicken Sticks; 
Jr/Sr High: Turkey
4:30pm JH Boys Wrestling @ East Buchanan

Wed., Nov. 19:
Lunch: Lowden: Meatball Sub; McVille: Turkey; Jr/Sr High:
Chicken Sticks

Thurs., Nov. 20:
Lunch: Walking Tacos
4pm 7th Grade Girls Basketball @ Lisbon
4:30pm JH Boys Wrestling @ Lisbon
5pm 8th Grade Girls Basketball @ Lisbon

Fri., Nov. 21:
Lunch: Mac & Cheese
6pm JV Boys Basketball vs Louisa-Muscatine
7:30pm V Boys Basketball vs Louisa-Muscatine

Mon., Nov. 24:
Lunch: Lowden: Chicken Strips; McVille & Jr/Sr High: Chicken
Nuggets
4pm 7th Grade Girls Basketball @ Prince of Peace
4:30pm JH Boys Wrestling @ Maquoketa Valley HS
4:30pm V Girls Wrestling @ Columbus HS
5pm 8th Grade Girls Basketball @ Prince of Peace
5:30pm V Boys Basketball @ North Linn

Tues., Nov. 25:
Lunch: Corn Dog or Cheddarwurst
3:30pm V Girls Wrestling @ Midland HS

Wed., Nov. 26:
No School–Thanksgiving Break

Thurs., Nov. 27:
No School–Thanksgiving Break

Fri., Nov. 28:
No School–Thanksgiving Break

November 2025 Calendar
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Stay Informed!
North Cedar CSD shares school news, updates,
success stories and more to keep families
informed! Be sure to follow us on Facebook and
Twitter.

Facebook.com/nccsd
Twitter.com/northcedarcsd
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The mission of North Cedar Community School District, in partnership with its community and staff, is to
ensure a safe and caring environment for each student, providing the essential knowledge, values, skills,
and attitudes to create lifelong learners who are responsible, contributing, and productive citizens in a
changing and increasingly diverse world.

Everything we do at NCCSD is for our students, and we encourage them all to take part in the enrichment
and extracurricular opportunities for which they are eligible.
• Athletics for junior high school and senior high school students
• Fine arts activities for 5th through 12th graders
• Extracurricular clubs and organizations for junior high and senior high school students
• Counseling services for all grades

An active, supportive community strengthens NCCSD. Parents and patrons who elect to get involved and
support our students and their activities aid the district.
• Athletics Boosters bolster our student athletes and the athletics programs
• Encore Club supports our fine arts programs
• Knights Community Organization fosters the relationships between parent, student, staff, and
community
• North Cedar Education Foundation provides financial support to help broaden the district’s education
opportunities.

North Cedar Community School District
102 East North St.
P.O. Box 247
Stanwood, IA 52337

Postal Customer 


